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75 Years of History 


The purpose of this book is to acquaint readers with 
the facts they would not know otherwise. One thing that 
shall be added here is that most of the facts herein are 
information gleaned from some of the older residents 
of the community. Other facts are tales handed down 
through the years, a period embracing 75 years or more, 


or from old newspapers. 


SOME OLD PIONEERS 


Before the beginning of either Quorn or Kingsley, 
several pioneer residents who lived out useful and honor- 
able lives in the community, pioneered the development 
of at least a part of the area. Among them was Hugh 
Mason, who came here from Rock County, Wis., in the 
year 1869. He drove across country, bringing his be- 
longings by horse teams, which he immediately traded 
for cattle, preferring oxen to do his farm work. He 
homesteaded on a farm in Elkhorn township, southwest 
of Kingsley. After farming here for two and a half 
years, he returned to Wisconsin where he married Susan 
Trow. They returned here and spent the rest of their 
lives in this community. Mr. Mason was of Welsh 
parentage and his wife was English. 


Another pioneer who settled here about the same 
time was C. Bullis, who owned the farm which is now 
the golf course. 


Thomas Wilson came here from Jones county with 
his parents in the early eighties, became an extensive 
land owner and breeder of fine cattle, on a farm in 


Lincoln township. 


George Evans, an Englishman, came in 1872 and 
bought land in Elkhorn township. P. J. Ward home- 
steaded here in 1869. Henry Richardson bought land 
in Elkhorn township in 1880. Owen Dugan bought land 
near Kingsley in 1878. Other pioneer names of which 
little is known now include Alex Livingstone, George 
Ward. Col. Fenton, who bought land northeast of Kings- 
ley, and organized a “Pup” ranch similar to that of the 
Close brothers. Percy Iliff came from England, stopped 


first at Battle Creek, walked across country to Le Mars. 
Later he came to Kingsley where he was employed in 
Payne’s Pharmacy until old age forced his retirement 
and he returned to his native land. - 


CLOSE BROTHERS RANCH 


The above photograph is an early landmark of Ply- 
mouth county, and especially of this vicinity. The build- 
ing is the residence erected by Close Brothers on their 
ranch in 1879 and 1880 and was destroyed by fire in 
March 1683. Close Brothers were early settlers and 
owned much land including that which is now the site 
of Kingsley, which was open prairie country, inhabited 
by an abundance of wild game animals and birds. Their 
holdings embraced parts of several townships, on which 
they erected houses and barns and planted groves of 
cottonwood. Many of the houses are still standing. The 
land was purchased at $2.75 per acre and resold at 
from $5.00 to $17.50 per acre. 


The ranch was sold in 1884 to J. H. Gordon who 
continued ownership until about 1896 when it was 
purchased hy Foft & Harrod, who later disposed of it. 


During the time this ranch was owned by Close Bros., 
the place was used as a sort of school for the purpose 
of teaching young Englishmen to farm. Many of these 
young men were of reckless disposition who were sent 


here from England by their parents to learn farming the 
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American way, for which Close Bros., were paid $1,000 
a head. 

The farm was operated by men who were hired for 
that purpose and the young fellows who were sent here 
for instruction spent most of their time fishing, hunting 
and racing horses. At the place was always kept a plenti- 
ful supply of wines and liquors for their use, and many 
very spirited parties were held and the place was known 
far and wide for its hospitality. A billiard room, the 
first one in the country, was conducted in the basement. 

The young fellows who were being instructed in the 
art of farming were generally known as “The Pups,” 
and a number of them later returned to England where 
they were later made Peers and Lords, H. C. Christian, 
one of the last remaining Fnglishmen of the pioneer 
group, made this place his headquarters when he drove 
the stage from the town of Quorn to Sioux City, before 
the coming of the railroad. 

The above picture is taken from a photo taken by 
one of the Pups named Chitty, and given to Tom Brewster 
who went to the place in 1881. 

Sporting events held an important part in the com- 
munity life, even in the pioneer days. Fred Close, one 
of the brothers, introduced the sport of Polo, and in 
1889 there were several teams organized, both in Le Mars 
and Sioux City. Mr. Close was a wonderful horseman, 
and it was found that the ordinary cow ponies made 
excellent mounts for the players. Only a few towns in 
the country had polo teams, so competition was con- 
fined to the teams of the two towns. I’red Close lost his 
life in a game in Sioux City in 1890 when his horse 
and another collided during a game. 

SCHOOL DAYS—MRS. TRIPP 


— 


In the spring of 1883, the Kingsley children were 
running wild over those muddy streets, so the parents 
elected a Board of Education in order to have a school. 
They were Thompson, Stires and Cassady. These men 
secured the old Carlin clothing store moved up from 
Quorn, and placed it across the street from the present 
location of the Congregational church. 


Here, under Mrs. Garard, an experienced teacher, were 
the 50 children of the first five grades. She was paid 
$50 per month, 


The rest of the children, known as the High School, 
were in the room above Clay Wilson’s drug store under 
the care of Mr. Carraher. He was paid $60 per month. 
The term ran from May 2nd to August 8th. 


The town then voted to bond itself in order to buy a 
site and build a school house. The site chosen was the 
North hill. That site was so condemned by many of 
the citizens. Not a tree. not a house, so isolated, and 
how those north winds would blow up there! 


On it, at a cost of $5,000, was built a 2-story frame 
building of five rooms, a wide central hall, a cupola, and 
in it, a bell. It was ready for schoo] September 1884, with 
M. Carraher, Ella Phelps, and Miss McArthur as teachers. 
All rooms were too crowded for a teacher to handle well, 
and no teacher would now think it possible. 


Corn husking over, and the big boys came to the high 
school, a warm place to go, and the other fellows were 
there, Howder, Wiseman, Lacey, Alger, Cassady, ete. 

As the town had 11 saloons, 4 hotels, 3 livery stables, 
perhaps it, as were all young and booming towns, was 
turbulent, so it is not surprising to find this spirit pre- 
vailed among the motley throng that constituted the 
high school. 

The next principal was a very capable man, J. H. 
Vierth, 1886-1887. He organized the school. The year 
was divided into three terms, and the classes were known 
as 9th, 10th, llth and 12th. 

The floors were of wide soft pine, unoiled, and at that 
time sweeping compound was unknown. So each evening, 
as we teachers were correcting papers and making prep- 
arations for the next day’s work, we experienced “dust 
blizzards” as our beloved janitor, Mr. Dean, and his 
daughters, Edith and Ollie, swept up. The rooms were 
literally filled with dust, but through it all, came Ollie’s 
sweet voice as she sang a hymn. She didn’t mind the 
dust, nor did we teachers. It was all a part of the day’s 
work. 

The equipment that the school had in its early day 
consisted of one water pail and one cup. Almost no 
crayon, and no erasers. You used a slate, as did every 
other school child. Paper and pencils came much later! 

After Mr. Vierth came Miss Amy Boggs, 2 years Mr. 
Bye % year, Miss Clara Ellis and Callie Arnold. 

When the state passed the law that any pupil who had 
passed the 8th grade, might enter high school in its dis- 
trict by paying tuition, the Kingsley schools increased 
in numbers, so an addition was built on the north with 
a high school, a primary, with a furnace and running 


_water. Such fine improvements! 


In 1892 the Board published under Miss Ellis, Princi- 
pal, a course of study. The Board was I. S. Knowles, 
president, J. J. Wilder, J. W. Ingalls, C. C. Schneider, 
Chas. Price, W. F. Smith, J. A. Dewey, secretary, D. A. 
Oltmann, treasurer. 

And the teachers were Clara Ellis, Principal, Clara 
Jewett, assistant Principal, Clara Knowles, Grammar de- 
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partment, Edith Dean Ist Intermediate, Ruby Dewey, 2nd 
Intermediate, Josie McCown, Primary. 

Four students graduated in 1888 under Miss Boggs. 
Four others in 1890, and a class has graduated each year 
since, except one year. 

The superintendents through the years were: Carraher, 
Boggs, Bye, Richards, Ellis, Arnold, Jarvis, Hanchette, 
Burton, Halsted, Wormley, Tripp, Chapman, Dennis, 
Tway, Curry, Gill, Johnson, Koeppel, Metcalf and 
Christenson. 

The closing of many rural schools brought many more 
pupils into Kingsley, so a new building was needed. In 
1911 the corner stone of the fine new brick building was 
laid, and the children and teachers enjoyed the new 
building so greatly, the children did not want to go 
out to play at all. As more and more schools in the 
country have closed, two new additions have been added 
and the school now sends out 8 busses to pick up the 
children. 

Now as to subjects taught: In 1895 and 1896 Latin 
and Music became a part of the H. S. curriculum. 
About 1914 German was added. In 1915 Manual Train- 
ing and Domestic Science. But came World War I, and 
German was dropped. Flu was so virulent, school closed 
for a time. 

It had been the custom, at Graduation, each gradu- 
ate delivered work of his own composition, but under 
Superintendent Tway a speaker was hired and this plan 
continues. 

The Juniors began entertaining their Senior friends 
at a party of their own work but it has now passed to a 
very formal affair, and also expensive. 

Athletics began under Superintendent Burton in 1905 
and has grown very steadily. We used to go to our neigh- 
boring towns for such good field meet contests and they 
came here. A business man of our village used to aid 
our coach some times. Now there are several coaches, 
and much emphasis is placed on athletics. 


Another great advance has been made in the music, 
both vocal and band. The band numbers about 55 mem- 
bers, have excellent instruments, fine uniforms and a 
capable director, so they have been successful in com- 
petitions, 

Classes now include Domestic Science, Manual Train- 
ing, Mechanical drawing, Agriculture, Public speaking, 
Declamatory training, Automobile drivers’ training. One 
year of Latin, (if enough ask for it that a teacher may 
be given to them). Very little Higher Math. 


Both Junior and Senior classes put on class plays and 
a most lovely Junior Senior banquet is given each spring. 
Formals are now worn, and always a speaker at gradua- 
tion, 

Former pupils are saying: “My, how times have 
changed.” 

The new addition built on the west was completed in 
1938, housing a fine auditorium, with a large basket- 
ball floor, bleachers and stage. This has been large 
enough to handle county and district basketball tourna- 
ments, county music festivals, as well as community 


events. There is also the Domestic Science department, 
several grade classrooms and offices on the second 
floor. 


The addition on the east side was completed in 1957, 
houses a modern work shop for boys as well as several 
classrooms. The former Domestic Science room was con- 
verted a number of years ago to the school hot lunch 
room. The entire school plant represents an investment 
of close to a half million dollars. 


QUORN ESTABLISHED 


It was nearby, just across the West Fork creek, that 
the town of Quorn was established in 1880. And a 
thriving little town it was until the railroad came to 
this area. For some reason, unknown to the present gen- 
eration, the railroad refused to lay tracks to Quorn, so 
the town immediately made plans to move to the rail- 
road. And the exodus started, with whole families up- 
rooted, moving bag and baggage to the new site. Stores 
moved their stocks, and even many buildings were moved 
to the new location. 


An interesting sidelight regarding railroad interests 
is in the diary of Benton Hathaway, one of the early 
settlers. Several of the pioneers bought land from the 
railroad company, and later the government refused to 
give the railroad title claiming they hadn’t complied 
with regulations in building the road. The railroad then 
sued and tried to put them off the grounds. They organ- 
ized what was called a Squatters Union, 104 farmers. 
The court fight went first to Sioux City, then to Des 
Moines, and then to Washington, and the Squatters won 
their case each time. The government then threw it open 
to Homestead, giving the squatters first right to file on 
160 acres. 

The town had a varied list of businesses, most of which 
moved to Kingsley as rapidly as possible. To mention 
a number of them, they were: J. F. Varner, dry goods 
and groceries. Strohm & Carlin, clothing. Rathbun & Ire- 
land, hardware. A. L. Ellis, land agent. C. B. Frazer, 
lumber and coal. Mrs. Monroe, millinery and dressmak- 
ing. D. C. Watson, groceries. St. Elmo House and Com- 
mercial House (hotels). Scott & Stevens, meat market. 
J. S. Ellis, real estate. Gaspar Bros., groceries. Marshall 
& McNamera, real estate. Dr. E. F. Miller. Dr. J. W. Hip- 
ple. Thos. Dean, plasterer. Marshall! & Banks drug store, 
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Bank of Kingsley, Oldfield & Kelly. C. E. Ireland & 
Sons, groceries and dry goods. Frank Varner, general 
merchandise. Moore & Loring Lumber Company. Bullis 
& Lent blacksmiths. W. H. Statter, livery stable. 


A number of the first buildings in Kingsley were con- 
structed of brick which were made in the Quorn brick 
yard, located one half mile west of the old town. 


THE HEACOCK MILL 


One of the Quorn businesses which carried on through 
the years was the Mill, installed by J. S. Heacock, on 
the West Fork Creek in 1880. The mill equipment was 
purchased by Mr. Heacock near Rochester, Iowa. It was 
shipped by rail to Battle Creek, and transported over- 
land by wagons to the new site. The mill was operated 
by water power driving the turbine, water being held 
back by a dam. Farmers hauled their grain here to be 
ground, paying in cash or by share of the load, a large 
part of which was wheat being ground into flour. 


The mill stones were of quartz, originally shipped to 
this country from France. 


After the mill ceased to function, the building was 
torn down, and the millstones were finally buried un- 
der several feet of silt. Through efforts of the Garden 
Club, and the Legion, the stones were finally recovered 
under direction of Chas. Knowles and Harold Mulford, 
and they were built into a Heacock Mill memorial, which 
now stands at the entrance of the City Park. 


FIRST SCHOOL AND CHURCH 


Early records show the first school in Garfield town- 
ship, was conducted in 1881 in a building in Section 14. 
The first regular preaching service was in 1883 in the 
school house by Rev. G. W. Kliner, of the Methodist 
church. The first religious service was by the Church of 
the Brethren denomination, S. V. King officiating. 


FIRST BIRTH 


The first person born in Kingsley was a son to Mr. 
and Mrs. Chas. Bowers, a pioneer blacksmith. He was 
appropriately named Kingsley Bowers. He grew to man- 
hood here, later graduating from college of dentistry, 


and opened an office in Moville. He died in 1917. 


KINGSLEY INCORPORATED 
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According to records, Kingsley was incorporated in 
1864, This put the town on the Chicago & Northwestern 
railroad, which had, the year before laid the rails to 
Moville. There were also plans made at that time to ex- 
tend a branch line to Le Mars, to be known as the Maple 
Valley railroad. A “cut” was made just south of the 
present ball park, and part of the grade built a half 
mile west of town, but for some reason the project was 
abandoned. 

As word of the new town site being incorporated 
spread rapidly, there was a rush to get choice business 
locations, and within a short time there were over 150 
stores and homes. 


MORE BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS 


Growing pains continued. In the period 1885 to 1890 
some new faces appeared to open business establishments, 
Grocery stores were owned by Gaspar Bros., Rieke Bros., 
Frank Varner. Cobflesh dry goods store. Kingsley Bank, 
Herron & Oltmann. Bank of Kingsley, Oldfield & Vernon. 
Barbers were O. Tincher and Sherm Bell. George and 
Irank Ireland hardware, Cathcart hardware. Ken Cath- 
cart elevator. Herron Bros., elevator. John Condon, har- 
ness shop. C. Bowers, Chas. Schneider, Hans Barnes, 
blacksmiths. Milt Oversolser, wagon maker. Marshall, 
Knowles & Hammer, and Buckingham & Thompsen, im- 
plements. Undertaker, Chuck Loring. M. C. Evans cloth- 
ing store. Saloons, Bill Cunningham and Jim Dickison. 
St. Charles and Curtis House, (hotels). J. Grieve and 
Dave Pierre, livery stables. Dr. Walcutt. Frank Mart- 
land drug store. Chas. Metcalf, lawyer. 


JESSE JAMES OUTLAWS 


Jesse James visited here. An early tale concerns the 
overnight stay at the Mason farm, of Jesse James and 
his band on their return south after a bank robbing ex- 
pedition at Litchfield, Minnesota. 


THE RAILROAD EXTENDED 


The age of steam came rapidly. Within three years 
the railroad was extended to Sioux City, closing a gap 
which allowed transportation from east to west, Rail 
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service included two passenger trains each direction 
daily, including Sunday, a freight east and west bound 
each day, and livestock service trains to Sioux City and 
Chicago every two days. But with the coming of hard 
surface roads, luxurious automobiles, big transport 
trucks, rail service diminished rapidly. Passenger trains 
ran one a day each way until four years ago, freight 
service also declined, and now the rails have been taken 
up from Moville to Sioux City, and this once prosperous 
branch has gone back to 1883 condition. 


MORE MERCHANTS 


In 1894 the town of Kingsley had some business ad- 
ditions, and changes: Bank of Kingsley, Payne Bros., 
Gust Swanberg, merchant tailor. W. C. Ellis, confection- 
ary. Kingsley Lumber Co., Moore & Krapfl. Dave Scott, 
meat market. Kingsley Bank, Oltmann & Phelps. Brew- 
ster & Newcomer dray line. F. Foster meat market. Tom 
Navin, O. C. Tincher, barbers. 

Several of the churches had their origins in the early 
days of the town. Because of their importance to the 
community, each is given a separate section in this book, 
with a picture of each. 

Kingsley’s first school was held in a building which 
was located across from the present site of the Congrega- 
tional church and a building down town. 


VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 


One of the first organizations of necessity was the fire 
department which was formed in 1893, Lacking a pres- 


sure water system the band of volunteers answered fire 
alarms, operating a bucket brigade from the many wells 
and cisterns, plus two or three town wells in the business 
area. Later they acquired a manpower pumper, with a 
reservoir filled with pails. In 1894 the municipal water 
system was installed, and fire hose was carried on hand 
pulled two wheel carts. Later a hard tired truck was 
pressed into service to haul hose, ladders, fire extin- 
guishers, etc. A modern pumper was later purchased 
by the town. Eight years ago a Community Fire Service 
was organized, with farmers through the area purchas- 
ing memberships, the money being used to buy another 
modern truck, completely equipped with appurtances to 
handle farm fires. Added to this was an auxiliary water 
wagon carrying 1600 gallons of water, and a power 
pump which follows the big truck with an extra supply 
of water. This machine is equipped with a street nozzle 
to be used in washing streets. The town can now be proud 
to own one of the two state accredited fire departments 
in the county. It is manned by twenty active members, 
most of whom are called to fires by a separate telephone 
system. Part of the group are, by necessity, on stand-by 
service with one pumper when the community truck is 
answering country calls, 


AUTOMOBILES BECOME POPULAR 


With the coming of the motor car age, agencies for 
the then popular makes included such names as Jackson, 
Carter Car, Stutz, Viele, Brush, Durant, Chevrolet, Oak- 
land, Ford, and others as the gasoline wagons became 
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more popular. 

By the period 1905 to 1910, the town was served by 
a varied number of business places. A partial list in- 
cluded three lumber yards, ie., Moore Lumber Company, 
now Kingsley Lumber Company. Joyce Lumber Com- 
pany, now Page Lumber Company, Farmers Lumber 
Company, which was merged with Joyce several years 
ago. Four elevators, Trans Mississippi, Shade, Cathcart, 
and Farmers Co-Op. The latter has now absorbed the 
first three. Three general merchandise stores: Ellis & 
Illis, T. S. Catheart Sons, Rieke Bros. Two hardware 
stores, I. S. Knowles & Sons, and Chas. Whitnell. Three 
drug stores, Payne’s Pharmacy, Wilson Pharmacy, 
Schneiders’ Pharmacy. Three banks, Oltmann & Phelps, 
Bank of Kingsley, Farmers National. Three blacksmith 
shops, Price, Bowers, Turkington. Two mens clothing 
stores, W. H. Mason, W. H. Miller. Five barber shops, 
2 livery stables, ladies hat shop, restaurants, ice cream 
parlors, sundry other establishments. 


COMMUNITY LIGHT PLANT 


Shortly after the turn of the century a group of busi- 
ness men saw the need of a community light plant. They 
organized the Kingsley Gas Company and laid under- 
ground pipes in most of the streets, providing artificial 
gas for lighting homes, and a series of street lights. 
While not too satisfactory, this served at least part of 
the needs until 1915 when a franchise was granted to 
Iowa Public Service for electric service. The old gas 
plant was in the building, now the town jail. 


A franchise was granted in 1939 to Iowa Public Serv- 
ice to provide natural gas and at present time over 98 
per cent of homes and stores use natural gas for heat- 
ing, cooking and water heating, served by the pipe line 
of the Northern Natural Gas Company. 

The town has been fortunate in not having any serious 
calamities. In the period between 1885 and 1890 the 
Herron Bros. elevator burned. Two men were arrested, 
accused of starting the fire but were later released be- 
cause of lack of evidence. Other fires which destroyed 
business places were the Farmers Elevator, which was 
struck by lightning in a summer storm in 1917, and 
burned, along with a quantity of grain. The present con- 
crete elevator was erected on the same site. The Whit- 
‘nell hardware and furniture store burned about the same 
year, building and stock completely destroyed. It was 
located at the present site of the band stand. The Kingsley 
Lumber Company office and snow fence factory burned 
in 1957, a total loss. 


The flood of 1889 did considerable damage to farm- 
steads in the low lands. The father of Elmer Kitterman 
drowned while riding horseback, trying to save his live- 
stock. The flood came from further upstream, the first 
indication being a wall of water six or seven feet high, 
all the way across the bottom. 

The winter storm which made history, the blizzard of 
°88, struck this area, Much livestock was lost but no one 
perished, 


The cyclone of 1889 destroyed several sets of farm 
buildings west of town, but no lives were lost. 


COMMERCIAL CLUB SERVES 
COMMUNITY 


The Kingsley Commercial Club was first organized 
in 1914 and has been an active service organization ever 
since. It now functions under the name of Community 
Service Club, and membership is comprised of men and 
women from both town and rural areas. 


BANDS WIN MANY AWARDS 


The first town band was organized in 1914 and played 
weekly concerts during the summers. Kingsley is now 
justly proud of its high school band which numbers 
about 55 players, with a junior band of 25. The senior 
band has won the I rating in state marching band com- 
petition for five consecutive years, in addition to many 
trophies for first place in numerous other contests in 
northwest Iowa. Their uniforms in gold and black are 
well known through the area, and were provided through 
the efforts of the Band Boosters Club. 


GUN CLUB 


The Kingsley Gun Club was one of the early sports or- 
ganizations, having been located at several places over 
the past sixty years. The present home is a half mile west 
of Kingsley on Highway 140. For several years one of the 
finest lighted trap grounds was in operation, with shoot- 
ers from all over northwest Iowa attending the night 
shoots until the cost of ammunition curtailed shooting. 
It will no doubt be revived as soon as ammunition prices 
return to normal. 


ATHLETICS 


Athletics are always of importance to the life of any 
community. Many home talent ball teams have func- 
tioned over the years. In the early twenties the com- 
munity supported a salaried ball club for two years. 
Lacking finances to carry on, later ball teams were com- 
posed of strictly local talent, until the American Legion, 
with donations from people of the community, built a 
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new ball park and provided a lighting system. The 
salaried semi-pro ball club idea failed again from lack 
of patronage. However, the field is used for PeeWee and 
Midget league games, girls soft ball, Legion Juniors, 
and for high school foot ball and other activities. 


GOLF CLUB ACTIVE 
The golf bug stung Kingsley in 1925. Ground was 


rented in the hills west of town and a club house erected, 
which was the center of the club’s social activities. After 
several years, enthusiasm waned, but revived again, Lack- 
ing facilities for water for grass greens, sand greens were 
provided. A full time caretaker is on duty throughout 
the playing season. 


KINGSLEY LIBRARY 


The Kingsley library was organized in 1927 by the 
Womans Club. It now is supported by a small tax levy. 
It is located upstairs over the post office and has a wide 
variety of reading material available, comprised of 5,534 
books and many types of magazines. 


MIDWAY PARK 


In 1955 recreational minded people from Kingsley, 
Moville and Pierson, saw the need of swimming, boat- 
ing and fishing facilities, and accordingly obtained title 
to the worked out sand pits on Highway 140 between 
Kingsley and Moville, and set up a non-profit organiza- 
tion named Midway Park. Heavy grading equipment was 
secured, the land between the two pits, leveled, the north 
pit filled in and a sand beach and bottom leveled off. 
The grounds were seeded down, landscaped, wells and 
picnic tables provided, Life guards and a caretaker are 
on duty each day, and money derived is used each year 
to further improve the grounds. This has proven to be 
a very popular recreation spot. 


Herbert Hoover, former president, lived in Kingsley 
a short time, as a boy. He lived with an uncle and aunt 
in the house across the street south of the Methodist 
church, and attended grade school. 


An anonymous organization called “The Spooks” was 
organized in the days immediately after Quorn. The 
group was composed of charitably minded citizens who, 
each Christmas time, provided donations of food and 
clothing to the destitute, to try to make their holiday 
more merry. Membership was confined to a limited num- 
ber, and their roster was known only to the members 
themselves. They served the poor both at Quorn and 
in Kingsley, all went masked, but were lead by a man 
with a big bass drum. Membership was handed down 
from fathers to sons, and the organization is still active 
after nearly seventy-five years of service. 


The Boy Scouts were organized in about 1920, and has 
been an active organization since that time. A few years 
ago the Cub Scouts organization was formed. The Scouts 
operate under one troop, the Cubs being divided into 
small groups, headed by a Den Mother. 


During 1884 and 1885 the Wets and Drys staged quite 
a hassle. At one time there were eleven saloons in town. 
However, law and order prevailed and shortly the num- 
ber was reduced to the legal minimum. 


A band of Indians wintered one year, in the timber 
along the West Fork. Many a pig and calf was lost by 


settlers, presumably gone to replenish the larder of the 
red men. 


Manufacturing plants now in operation in Kingsley 
include Knowles Manufacturing Company, makers of 
metal feed pans, stock feeders and waterers, chicken 
feeders and waterers, and various other sheet metal 
products. Page & Sons, builders of concrete silos, corn 
cribs, etc., and various types of building construction. 
Kingsley Lumber Company, manufacturing snow fence 
and slat corn cribbing. Ed Dilley broom factory, raises 
his own broom corn and manufactures house brooms. 


Kingsley was platted on June 4, 1884 by T. L. Bow- 
man: Schaller’s addition was made by Charles Early 
July 14, 1884 0n 21 acres. A second addition was platted 
by the Blair Town Lot Company on June 24, 1884, The 
Kingsley addition was made October 16, 1884 by William 
Johnson and David Jordan. 


The town became incorporated in 1884, and in 1890 
the population was 649, at that time there were over 60 
business houses. 


The first mayor was J. S. Ellis. The post office was 
made a money order station also in 1884, and star routes 
were run from Kingsley to Le Mars via O'Leary and 
Neptune until rural free delivery changed the postal 
system throughout the country. 


The first agricultural efforts of any extent was the, 
4,000 acre wheat farm of Paulin Brothers which laid in 
part, in Elkhorn township in 1881, Half of the land was 
then under cultivation and the farm was managed by H. 
Mickley, who later accumulated land near Kingsley. Four 
self binders were used to harvest the crop. The same 
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men had 400 acres of wheat and 1200 acres of flax in 
O’Brien county. Later wheat was not considered a profit- 
able crop and corn was finally crowned king of the area. 


HISTORY OF FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH, KINGSLEY, IOWA 


# ge Wi 


Lutheran services were first conducted in Kingsley in 
the fall of 1934 by the Rev. E. Wittkopp, secretary of 
Missions of the Iowa District West and by the Rev. Rich- 
ard Torgler of Hinton. Pastor Harry Meyer, of Grace 
Lutheran Church in Le Mars did considerable canvass 
work during the early months of 1935, After he accepted 
a call, Candidate Rehder was placed into the field. On 
April 4, 1936 a meeting was held for the purpose of 
organizing a Lutheran congregation. The eleven men 
who signed the constitution at this meeting were: Julius 
Bauer, Adolph Boehm, George Diediker, Robert Eppling, 
Otto Herbold, Charles Herbold, Fred Henry, Albert Jahn, 
Wm. Puttman, J. O. Richardson, and Carl Rock. During 
the same evening Candidate Rehder was called as the 
first full time pastor of the congregation. Heretofore 
the congregation had been holding services in the Amer- 
ican Legion Hall, but with the increase in membership, 
a chapel was erected, and by the end of the summer of 
1936 it was completed. Pastor Rehder served the congre- 
gation until June, 1938 when he accepted a call to Cylin- 
der, Iowa. Rev. E. Wittkopp served the congregation 
during the vacancy until Rev. Wehrspann accepted a call 
in September, 1938, and he served the congregation until 
October, 1949 when he accepted a call to Aurelia, Iowa. 
During the vacancy which existed until July, 1950, the 
congregation was served by the Rev. John Tews of Mar- 
cus. In July, 1950, the Rev. O. Soeldner of Fulda Min- 
nesota accepted the call of the congregation and served 
them until August, 1952 when he accepted a call to Carv- 
er, Minnesota, During the vacancy of six months, the 
Rev. W. C. Clausen, who was then Lutheran Chaplain 
for the Sioux City hospitals and also a speaker on the 


Good Shepherd Hour served the congregation until Feb- . 


ruary, 1953 when the Rev. W. A. Resner accepted the call 
of the congregation, and he is serving them at the present 
time. 


Ground was broken for the new church building, which 
was erected at the present site at 4th and Main on May 
23, 1954. The dedication services of the new building 
were held on March 27, 1955. The chapel was remodeled 


into a modern seven room parsonage in the summer of 


1955. 


As of January 1, 1959 the congregation numbers 391 
baptized members, 264 communicant members, and 97 
in Sunday School. 


During the early days, 1870-1885, this territory be- 
longed to the Le Mars circuit. It was to the homes in 
this area that the circuit riders were sent from Le Mars, 
to preach, and give spiritual help. The first religious 
services were held in the Higday school house by Rev. 
Batchelor, in 1869. Later services were held in a school 
house on Section 14, Garfield township. 


In Kingsley the Methodist group occupied an unfin- 
ished building for some time. The first regular preaching 
services were conducted in Garfield township and Kings- 
ley in 1883. Rev. G. W. Kliver was pastor in charge in 
1883 and 1884. Rev. Stire was pastor in 1881 and 1885. 
During this time a neat frame building was erected on the 
site of the present church, at a cost of $2,500, with a 
seating capacity of 300. In 1893 improvements were 
made and a gallery built in the little frame church to 
provide extra seating space. In 1887 and 1888 the first 
parsonage was built on the site of the present parsonage. 


The present brick structure was begun during the 
pastorate of Rev. McKay and completed during the pas- 
torate of Rev. Acheson, 1912-1913. It was dedicated on 
Easter Sunday 1913. It is one of the most beautifully 
designed church buildings in a town of this size in the 
state, with its art glass windows, pipe organ, spacious 
rooms for group meetings, modern kitchen and dining 
room in the basement, and an auditorium with a seating 
capacity of 500. During Rev. Bush’s pastorate in 1919 
the mortgage was burned at a jubilee and reception. 
Several former pastors were present at this impressive 
service. 

The present parsonage was built and completed in 
1923. It is a pleasant, modern home, having eight rooms, 
sun parlor, breakfast nook. It is cared for by the 
Womens Society of Christian Service. During Rev. 
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Hulse’s pastorate, the mortgage on the parsonage was 
burned in the period 1926 to 1929. 

Rev. J. T. Snyder served the church from 1949 to 
1953. During this time Friendship Haven was built 
at Fort Dodge, and it was Mrs. Snyder’s suggested name 
that was adopted for this church home, which is called 
Friendship Haven. 

Rev. Everett Major came to Kingsley in 1953 and is 
the present pastor. 


The First Congregational Church of Kingsley was 
organized on February 14, 1886, at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. George Wilhort by the Rev. D. E. Skinner, who also 
served as temporary pastor. The first members were F. 
J. Bundy and wife, Mrs. C. E. Stowell, George Wilhort 
and wife, Mrs. Cassidy and J. B. Buckingham. The arti- 
cles of association were drawn and signed before a notary 
public on June 29, 1887. 

The first three trustees were W. C. Bundy, Thomas 
Thompson and C, E. Cornish who were appointed to 
“manage the temporal affairs” of this young church. 

Other officers of the church were C. R. Wilhort, clerk, 
FE. A. Castings, F. J. Laude and J. B. Buckingham. 

The Rev. M. T. Rainier was the first pastor to serve 
as full time resident pastor. He and his wife reached 
Kingsley on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving Day of 
1886. They drove here from Creston, Iowa in an open 
buggy, driving a team of colts. 

The first church building was a small frame structure 
erected on the corner of Main and Third Streets. It was 
built during the pastorate of Rev. Rainier and served the 
needs of the congregation for many years. In time the 
old building was outgrown and the congregation under 
the leadership of the Rev. W. D. Spiker, assumed the 
task of constructing a new church building which was 
completed in 1909. Fifty years ago, in January 1909, 
the congregation moved into the new structure. 

The first parsonage was moved from the lot west of 
the church to a location in the northwest part of Kingsley, 
and a new parsonage was built in 1919. 

The church observed its Golden Anniversary with a 
week of activities from October 11th to 18th, 1936. The 
Rev. Lester T. Proctor was the minister of the church at 
that time. 


In 1961 the seventy-fifth anniversary of the church 
will be observed with fitting services. 

The Rev. C. Harding Veigel is pastor of the church 
at the time of this writing in 1959 and is providing in- 
spiring leadership. 


HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF THE 
BRETHREN 
KINGSLEY, [OWA 


Charter Members 


Elder J. W. Mrs. A. W. 


Mrs. Faulkender 


Trostle Mrs, J. W. Heckenberry 
A. D. Nicodemus Trostle Liza & Mary 
A. W. Hecken- Mrs. A. D. Faulkender 

berry Nicodemus Samuel Homer 


Elder J. W. Trostle and others moved from Marshall 
County, Lowa to Woodbury and Plymouth County in 
1883. Meetings were held in school-houses with a growing 
interest until sometime in 1881, when a church of eleven 
members was organized. Soon a commodious church was 
built, located two and one half miles west of Pierson, 
on what is now the Charley Wahl corner in Woodbury 
County. In 1893 a second church was built northwest of 
Kingsley on the southwest corner of Section 17, in Elk- 
horn township, or the farm now occupied by Melvin 


Bakken. 


Among the early life of the church, A. D, Nicodemus 
was ordained to Eldership in 1887, a position he held 
in that congregation until called to his reward. Many of 
his descendents are still active members at the present 
time. 

The present church building was completed in 1944 
at a cost of approximately $20,000.00. All services are 
now held in the one church building located in the town 
of Kingsley that serves the entire area. 

The Church of the Brethren believes in the funda- 
mental doctrines of the Christian faith as they are taught 
in the Bible. In this respect it finds itself much in har- 
mony with all orthodox Christian denominations. But, 
Brethren also accept as essential the New Testament 
Church ordinances. The Church of the Brethren, hold 
the Bible to be the inspired Word of God and accept the 
New Testament as their rule of faith and practice. In 
the subtleties of speculative theology the church takes 
but little interest. 

The Church of the Brethren has always accepted and 
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practiced the ordinance of feet washing, which was 
established and commanded by Jesus in that upper room 
on the last evening he spent with the Disciples. The love 
feast and communion service is one of great importance 
in the Church. It may be observed any day of the week 
or at any time of the year but is always observed in the 
evening in harmony with the time of the first service. 


Service to others has been fulfilled by many, one of 
the Brethren best known recruits (besides Nathan Leo- 
pold) is actor Don Murray, Hollywoods ‘dedicated man” 
and his actress wife Hope Lange and many, many more 
that have given their time and effort to help others. 


Ministers that served the church through the years are 
A. D. Nicodemus, J. E. Ralston, Robert Atkinson, A. J. 
Tawser, Charley Fisenbise, A. M. Laughram, S. S. Neher, 
Merlin Miller, Galen Russell, Robert Loyd, Ernest Van- 
derzee, H. H. Wingert, Vernon Powell and at this time 
Berwyn and Kathryn Oltman are serving the Kingsley 
church. 

Much of the history of our present church hinges on 
the unselfish effort of our Elder H. H. Wingert, who has 
served as a minister for nearly 50 years giving his time 
and effort, with very littke remuneration to serving his 
church and the community. 


ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 


gee 


_ Catholics living in this vicinity were first served by 
Rev. W. J. Halpin, of Karly, who drove to Kingsley with 
a horse and buggy once a month and celebrated mass in 
the skating rink. He came in 1885. Kingsley, Neptune 
and Moville were created a parish in 1888, Rev. M. M. 
Tierney, pastor. At that time there were about 38 fam- 
ilies in the parish. Five acres of land were purchased 
adjoining town on the west and a frame church costing 
$1,600 and a rectory,residence costing $1,000, were built. 
lather Tierney also secured the acre of ground for the 
cemetery, in use at the present time. 


Father Tierney was succeeded by Rev. O’Reiley in 
1894 and Correctionville and Moville were added as 
Missions and Neptune made an independent parish. 


Rev. John Toohill succeeded Father O’Reiley in 1902 
and was retired in 1912. Rev. F. Wren was supply pastor 
for a short time. Rev. J. J. Murphy took charge in 1913, 
and the present brick church and rectory were built at 
a cost of over $50,000. Rev. E. F. Casey succeeded Father 
Murphy in 1918, and he was appointed pastor at Akron 
in 1921, succeeded by Rev. Paul Warzawa until January, 
1922. 

Rev. M. Marx came to Kingsley at that time, and the 
church mortgage was burned while he was here. He 
stayed until his death in June 1947. 


Rev. George Schumacker supplied for a short time, and 
Rev. Anthoefer was resident pastor until April 1949 when 
he went to Coon Rapids. 


Rev. J. A. Janse came in April 1949 and retired in 
October 1956 on account of failing health. During his 
time many repairs were made on the church and rectory, 
which took much money and work. Father Barry from 
Carroll supplied then for a few months. 


In January 1957 Rev. George Schumacher was ap- 
pointed pastor and repair and improvement were taken 
up again. 


Rev. Schumacher was assigned pastor at Gilmour City 
and Rev. Raymond Weiling came to Kingsley at that 
time. 


Mrs. Eugene Murray is the oldest member of our 
parish. She has always been a very active and faithful 
member. The parish now has 120 families. 


In 1913 Mary L. McDermott, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. B. S. McDermott joined the Servants of Mary Sis- 
terhood. She was known as Sister Mary Burnadette. She 
died at the age of 31 years. In 1954 Mary Ann Galles, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roman Galles, a former student 
at Briar Cliff college in Sioux City, joined the Sisters of 
St. Frances, and is known as Sister Mary Michaela. 


Among the pioneer parishioners are the following. 
Most of them have descendants still in our parish, 


Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gasper, Mr. and Mrs. John Gasper, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lambert Gasper, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Bride, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Krapfl, Mr. and Mrs. Mike Evans, 
Mrs. Margaret Dugan, Mr. and Mrs. James Dugan, Mr. 
and Mrs. John Dugan, Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Feeney, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Dugan, Mr. and Mrs. John Murray, 
Mr. and Mrs. ‘Tom Dugan, Mr. and Mrs. Leo Dugan, 
Mr. and Mrs. Clem Dugan, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Dugan, 
Mr. and Mrs. James McMahon, Mr. and Mrs. William 
Carel, Mr. and Mrs. John B. Murray, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. 
Condon, Mrs. Jim Smith, Tom Navin, J. R. Nash, Mrs. 
Tomas Julian, Mrs. Chris Stortz, Mrs. Sylvester Douglas, 
Mr. and Mrs. Barney McDermott, Mr. and Mrs. Mike 
O’Brien, McNameras family, Franzen family, Joe Bleutt, 


Pierson, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Burke, Mr. and Mrs. Mike 


Donlin. 
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UNION TOWNSHIP PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


Early history of the church indicates that Rev. James 
started Sunday School in the early eighties. Later circuit 
riders came to hold services. The McCartney school was 
used for a meeting place and Sunday school was held 
there each Sunday. Rev. Reinier came to Union about 
1888. He and his family lived in a tent all summer. Rev. 
Semple was one of the early circuit riders, 


About that time, at the request of several persons in 
Union township a meeting was called at the R. G. Smith 
home February 19, 1890 and the church was organized. 
Rev. T. S. Bailey, synodical missionary, and the minister 
from the Le Mars Presbyterian presided at this meet- 
ing. There were twelve charter members. A subscription 
paper was circulated to raise money to build the church, 
which was completed and dedication services held Octo- 
ber 5, 1890. The building was erected at a cost of 
$1,544.92, Mr. Noah Carpenter donated the acre of 


ground on which the buildings were erected. 
The manse was built in about the year 1892. 


The basement was put under the church in 1916 and 
at the same time the main room of the building was 
enlarged, by extending the north end out ten feet and 
the platform extended across the front of the church. 
The building fund was added to as time passed, and in 
1956 there were sufficient funds to remodel the front 
of the building, and the old chimney replaced with a 
new one. 


Our church is smal] but we are striving to make it a 
truly spiritual church and an ever increasing inspiration 
to the neighborhood. There is a total enrollment of 96 
members at this time. 337 people have been baptized 
in the church. Three men have entered the ministry 
from our church. Daily Vacation Bible School has been 
held nearly every year since 1927, as has the Family 
Church Night idea. 


The church has been served through the years by 
thirty-two pastors. It is located on a hard surfaced road 
one mile west of the Union township consolidated school, 
11 miles northwest of Kingsley. 


~~ 


MEADOW STAR CHURCH 


The United Brethren church in Grand Meadow, was 
organized in the John Crom home, now the A. A. Fuller 
farm, in 1882 by Rev. D. M. Harvey. It was first called 
Little Sioux Mission of the West Des Moines conference, 
later changed to Kingsley circuit, then Kingsley charge, 
and last to Grand Meadow charge. 


There were five different appointments on the circuit 
at that time, known as Quorn, West Fork, Higday, Arling- 
ton and Grand Meadow. Later Quorn became Pleasant 
Grove and West Fork as Moville. 

Services were conducted in the Crom home until a 
school house was built across the road. Rev. D. 0. Darl- 
ing was the first pastor. The church was built in 1886 
while R. F. Stinton was pastor. The church burned in 
1924 and a new one was built and dedicated in 1925. 

Morning Star Evangelical church was organized in the 
John Crom home in 1882 or 1883. A nearby school 
house was used for services until the church was built 
in 1889, The church was remodeled into a parsonage in 
1922 and the former Trinity Evangelical church was 
moved to the location and used as a church. 

The two congregations united in 1952 and the new 
church was named Meadow Star, located at the site of 
the former Grand Meadow church. Mr. and Mrs. Forest 
Hiller donated additional land west of the original plot 
in order to make room for needed expansion. The Morn- 
ing Star church was dismantled and the lumber used in 
the present church. Ground breaking services for the 
new addition were held June 6, 1954 and Services of 
Dedication September 25, 1955. The new addition is 
30x56 feet built across the end of the old church, It is 
entirely modern, with a well equipped kitchen, rest 
rooms. The total cost was approximately $25,000 plus 
many hours of labor by members and friends of the 
church. 


SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
(American Synod) 


During the second half of the nineteenth century, 
many German imigrants came to Lowa in search of a 
place to settle and make a home for themselves. Since 
land prices were going up in the eastern part of the 
state, many came to western Iowa where the rolling 
prairies still offered unlimited opportunities to buy real 
estate at low prices. Many of these early settlers were 
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of the Lutheran faith so they banded together in con- 
gregations. 

The Lutherans in this vicinity wanted their children 
baptized and instructed in their faith. It was difficult 
to obtain services of a pastor. A Pastor Hueter, who 
lived in Sac County, came as far as Holstein to conduct 
services. He consented to come to Rock Branch vicinity 


whenever possible, and served in this capacity from 
1884-1887. At first services were held in homes, later in 
a nearby country school. 

A parsonage was built in 1887, and the Constitution 
of Salem Lutheran adopted. 

During the following years several succeeding pas- 
tors residing in Holstein, served this congregation. In 
1892 a church was erected and equipped at a little less 
than $2,000. From this time on the congregation was 
served by its own resident pastor. In the early 1920's 
the parsonage was remodeled. 

The present church building was dedicated October 
5, 1941. The educational unit consisting of nine addi- 
tional class rooms was dedicated March 20, 1955. 


At the present time the baptized membership is 375, 
Sunday school enrollment is 127. Active organizations 
are Ladies Aid, Missionary Society, Luther League, Broth- 
erhood, and Junior Leaguers. 


HISTORY OF GRAND MEADOW 
SCHOOL 


The first school in Grand Meadow Township was held 
in a building one mile north of the Meadow Star Church. 


As the pioneers moved in and their families increased, 
a need for more room was felt. 


In 1881 it was decided that two new school houses 
should be built. The lumber necessary for their con- 
struction was floated down the Little Sioux River from 
Cherokee to Washta. One of the schools was built at 
the same location as our present building and the other 
on the corner two miles south. 


As time marched on, more schools were added until 
there was one for every four sections. 


In September 1910 a higher form of education was 
needed. Our forefathers voted to erect a new building 
to be used as a high school with the district children on 
the first floor and the high school in two rooms on the 
second floor. This building was completed in January 
29, 1911 at a cost of $3206. This marked the beginning 
of high school in Grand Meadow Township with four and 
a half months of school that first year. There were six 
boys and girls who entered as freshmen that year, name- 
ly: Erma McQueen, Ila Kitson, Ellen Keck, Will Hodge, 
Forest Hiller and Alvin Crom. Their first teacher was 
Mr. A. C. Grubb. The freshman course of study then 
was algebra, general history, rhetoric, and English. 


As time passed, one by one the boys dropped out of 
school, and only the three ladies remained to be the 
first graduation class—the class of 1915. At that time 
the faculty had been increased to two and the seniors 
course of study was pedagogy, Caesar, physics, and 
American history. All three girls took the teacher’s 
examination and all were successful in securing teacher’s 
certificates. 


Again Grand Meadow students needed a larger and 
better building and the people of Grand Meadow voted 
to build the present structure. The corner stone was laid 
in 1920. The directors at that time were: H. U. Kling- 
ensmith, Albert Keck, Willis Carver, Leroy Pease, T. 
J. Leesley, F. D. Harvey, and A. H. Nafe. 


The first class to graduate in the new building was the 
class of 1922. The class of 1933 was the first to com- 
plete twelve years in the new building. The smallest 
class had just one member, Elsie Robeson Height, who 
graduated in 1917. Three classes tie for honors as the 
largest graduation class. Classes of 1932, 1938, and 
1945 each had 17 members. Two classes were composed 
of all girls—1915 and 1917; one class all boys, the 
class of 1923. 


That first little one-room school built back many 
years ago is still being used in the school district. It 
has been used as a dwelling, an extra classroom, a Town 
Hall, and was finally remodeled into a house for the 
superintendent. In addition to the school and teacherage 
there are now a manual training building, music build- 
ing and three modern dwelling houses for married teach- 
ers. [Extra conveniences added to the school building 
are: gymnasium and stage, lunch room, modern showers, 
rest rooms. 
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HISTORY UNION CONSOLIDATED 
SCHOOL 


ae 


Congressional Township 92 Range 44, at present time 
called Union, was at its earliest history a part of Stanton 
adjoining on the west, but set apart by the County Super- 
visors June 5, 1872. Even at this time Union still re- 
tained area in the township known as Henry on_ the 
east until 1882. 


John Laddusaw, who came from southern Iowa, was 
the first to claim land under the Homestead Act. He 
settled on Section 4 in the year of 1869. 


The first birth was John Steele, son of Peter Steele, 
which occured December 19, 1871. 


First religious service was held in a sod school house 
located in Section 5 near old “Cherokee and Sioux City” 
trail. 

First public school in the county began in December 
1859 at Melbourne and was taught by Judge Van 
O’Linda. 

First brick school building in the county was built in 
Le Mars in year 1877, The second in Akron in 1882. 

The first frame school house in Union was built in 
1873 and was located in Section 5. Teachers at this 
time were paid $25.00 per month for the Fall and 
Spring terms and not over $30.00 per month for the 
winter months. There were six school districts in Union 
before the petition was filed to establish a consolidated 
school district. 

On November 15, 1914 an election was held to con- 
solidate Lnion. The election was held in school No. 2. 
A. L. Dotzauer was the secretary and recorded the fol- 
lowing results: 118 voted, 76 ‘yes’ and 42 ‘no’. On De- 
cember 10, 1914, Thomas Eyres, H. C. Hoyt, David 
Goudie, kX. R. Thompson, and Dan Keegan were unani- 
mously declared the new directors. H. C. Hoyt resides 
at present in Le Mars, Iowa. He is the only living mem- 
ber of the first school board. 

Four acres were purchased from Herman May for 
$1,000.00 on which the new school building was to be 
erected. An election on December 30, 1914, was held for 
the purpose of voting on the following proposition: 
“Shall the consolidated independent school district of 
Union Township, Plymouth County, Iowa, issue bonds in 
the sum of $20,000.00 for the purpose of constructing 
and equipping a school house and procuring a site there- 
of.” For this election an extra ballot box was had for 


the vote of women. However, no women voted. There 
were 95 votes cast, 30 ‘yes’, and 25 ‘no’. 

The original building was 54’ by 68’ and was erected 
in 1915. There were four class rooms above: a library, 
principal’s office and three cloak rooms. In the base- 
room, industrial arts room, a back stairway to the base- 
ment: two toilet rooms, boilerroom, domestic science 
room, industrial arts room a back stairway to the base- 
ment and a coal bin in the rear to hold one car load of 
coal. It was the task of the men living in the community 
to keep the coal bin full. This meant long trips to town 
with horse and wagon, 

Kincaid and Tennant built the first section of the pres- 
ent building at a bid price of $9,769.00. Eyres and 
Mielke were employed to haul all the material from Le 
Mars with horses and wagons for $3.00 per ton. 

Six horse drawn buses were purchased September 
17, 1915 from the Marshalltown Buggy Company for 
$185.00 a bus or $1,110.00 total. The barn used to house 
these buses has been enlarged and was used until the fall 
of 1958 for the school buses now in use. But during the 
summer of 1958 a portion of the west end of the bus 
building was reconstructed and is presently used as the 
manuel training room with the latest equipment. In 
looking through past records of the school board there 
is recorded this information: August 14, 1936 it was 
moved and carried by the school board that all buses 
should have at least one window light 8” by 12” on 
each side of the bus. In August 1941, James Hoyt went 
to Lebanon, Indiana, and drove back a new big bus 
purchased from the Hicks Body Company. At present 
Union owns 8 buses of standard size meeting all require- 
ments of the State law. 

Mr. R. K. Belnap was the first Superintendent and 
was hired for $100.00 per month. Miss Ruth Young 
was the assistant principal at a salary of $65.00 per 
month. Miss Avis Bisbee, primary work, for $60.00 
per month and Miss Bertha Jones, domestic science, for 
$62.50 per month. 126 pupils were enrolled. Teachers 
salaries increased through the years until 1931-1934, 
during which time two cuts of 10% were given and in 
March 1934, it was voted by the board members to pay 
the teachers $4.25 a day. But there are many of us who 
remember those dark days of the early 30’s and are 
glad for better times. By 1942 teachers salaries were 
increased $20.00 a month, and in 1943 a 15% raise was 
given. 

In June 1916 one more acre of land was bought from 
Herman May for agricultural purposes for $300.00 By 
1924, it was necessary to begin to expand and the Mt. 
Hope church in Union Township was purchased and 
moved to the school and converted into a Gym, The high 
school addition was built in 1928 by Ben Short, of Sioux 
City. The old Gym was torn down by the W.P.A. and 
the lumber was sold at public auction. A new Gym 
was built by John Nemmers in 1939, the 25th Anni- 
versary of the Union Consolidated school. The govern- 
ment advanced $8,550.00. 

With the enlarging of the tuition area served by Union, 
another addition was added in June, 1951 at a cost of 
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$37,034.00. This included three grade rooms, and the 
enlargement of the present Gym. 

By 1954 a new lunch room was added so that each 
child might have a hot lunch at noon. In 1957 and 1958 
extensive repairs were made to the building including 
the replacement of the old windows with glass brick 
windows. The cost of our present school plant, if neces- 
sary to replace, has been appraised, by an expert, at 
$218,631.00, 

We pay tribute to Mr. D. S. Wormley who served as 
secretary of the school board from November 1917 to 
December 1947, thirty years. Mr. Wormley now resides 
in Le Mars and is the Assessor for Plymouth County. 
Mr. H. C. Hoyt served as a member of the school board 
for 27 years and was president of the board for eleven 
years. Mr. E. W. Morton has served as treasurer for 25 
years and is still serving in this capacity. His son, John, 
is the present president of the Union school board. Mr. 
Morton resides on his farm in Union. 

The first graduating class was that of 1919 and those 
graduated were Stanley Eyres who now lives in Buffalo, 
New York, and Rose Keenan, deceased. There was no 
class to graduate in 1920, but in 1921, James Hoyt and 
Ruth Eyres graduated. James lives on the home farm 
in Union township, and Ruth is Mrs. Bill Purse of San 
Vose, California. In 1922 there was no graduating class, 
but from then on there has been a class graduated each 
year, 

In September of 1957, Miss Cherry Cliff, a Union 
graduate, was employed as a full time secretary and is 
serving the school at present. 

Mr. Delmar Bainbridge is our present superintendent 
and has been in our school system for eight years. He 
first served as one of the high school teachers, then as 
principal and upon completion of his Master’s Degree 
was made superintendent in September, 1958. Present 
enrollment is 205. 

Union Consolidated School has endeared itself to 
many, not only to those who have taught and attended, 
but to many who reside in the community and who en- 
joy the activities and social enjoyment provided by such 
a fine establishment. 


COSMOS LODGE NO. 470 A.F. & A.M. 


Cosmos Lodge No. 470, Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons, was organized and a dispensation granted, on 
January 31, 1885, to A. B. Southwick, Worshipful 
Master, W. F. Howard, Senior Warden and M. R. Ham- 
mer, Junior Warden. Officers appointed by A. B. South- 
wick, Master of the first lodge, were S. H. Lacey, secre- 
tary, D. P. Mower, Senior Deacon; S. A. Loud, Junior 
Deacon and L. H. North, Tyler. Several new members 
were initiated into the newly formed lodge before the 
charter was granted on June 2nd, 1886. Among the first 
to petition for membership by affiliation were I. S. 
Knowles, C. W. Wilson, L. C. Green and Ed. Stevens. 

Cosmos Lodge now has a membership of 110. Present 
officers are: Don Page, W. M., Merle Mills, S. W., Gene 
McMahon, J. W., H. W. Dickison, Treasurer, W. FE. 


Brown, Secretary, Jas. Hauck, S. D., Eugene Kraft, J. D., 
Kenneth Myers, S. S., Forest Stanfield, J. S., Iver John- 


son, Tyler, Everett Major, Chaplain, 


KINGSLEY I. 0. O. F. LODGE NO. 204. 


A group of Odd Fellows in the new town of Kingsley. 
who were desirous of having their own lodge, petitioned 
the Grand Lodge of Iowa, in Des Moines, for a charter, 
which was granted to them March 12, 1889. The first 
meetings were held over Howard’s store, which is now 
the Kingsley Clothing Store, which was also used by the 
Masons and Knights of Pythias. The first officers were: 
J. A. Ingalls, Noble Grand. Lee Johnson, Vice Grand. 
H. C. Tripp, secretary, and J. L. Conrady, treasurer. 
Other charter members were O. D. Arnold and D. Hen- 
derson. 

The members decided they wanted a hall of their 
own, and so the present building was constructed in 1905 
at a cost of $3.200. The building was financed by selling 
shares to its members and as the rent from the lower 
part was paid, the members who needed their money were 
paid back, and shares reclaimed. 


REBEKAH LODGE 
Plymouth Star Rebekah Lodge No. 225 of the Inde- 


pendent Order Of Odd Fellows was instituted on Jan- 
uary 20, 1894 by District Deputy Grand Master J. F. 
Metzell, assisted by Brother E. E. Parker and Sisters 
Ella Johnson and E. E. Parker. 

The charter was granted on the eighteenth day of Octo- 
ber, 1894 upon the application for same by the follow- 
ing: S. C. Meyers, Lottie Meyers, Chas. W. Arens, 
Alburtine Ahrens, W. W. Lillie, James A. Ingalls, Marga- 
ret M. Ingalls, N. Whitmer, Cora L. Whitmer, James 
O’Dea, Nannie 0’Dea, and John Kurtz. 

There were sixty charter members with Ella C. Dean 
as the first Noble Grand and Laura Reed as the Vice 
Grand. At the present time, there are thirty-four mem- 
bers with Vina Nielsen the Noble Grand and Minnie 
Kuchel the Vice Grand. 


GARFIELD CHAPTER, 
ORDER OF EASTERN STAR 


Garfield chapter No. 171, Order of the Eastern Star, 
was instituted January 21, 1895, and constituted October 
25, 1895. There were 25 charter members, and meetings 
have been held in the same building all the time. The 
first Worthy Matron was Mrs. Sarah Conrady, and the 
first Worthy Patron, Dr. J. J. Wilder, first secretary 
was R. B. Thomson. 

The Chapter was to meet each Wednesday after the 
full moon, and in 1912 meeting night was changed to 
the second Wednesday of each month, and in 1922 to 
the second Tuesday of the month, the present meeting 
night. 

Mrs. Annie Phelps was the first 50 year member and 
Mrs. Lena Clark has held continuous membership in the 
chapter for 61 years. 
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Quite often during the early years the men served 
lunch. Later lunch committees were chosen alphabetical- 
ly, and a member not able to serve changed places with 
someone who could. Now lunch committees are chosen 
by the Associate Matron. 

Some of our Instructors were: Mrs. Grace Sprecker, 
of Dennison, Mrs. Mary Fitzgerald, Sioux City, Mrs. Eve 
Southwick, Moville, Mrs. Maud Creasey, Kingsley, Mrs. 
Mary Fouts, Mrs. Mildred Harrington, Mrs. Mabel 
Steele, Mrs. Isabelle Walensky, all of Sioux City, Mrs. 
Burnice Sundberg, Laurens, Mrs. Hallie Sargisson, 
Sloan, Mrs. Grace Countryman, Pierson, 

Projects: During war times we did knitting and sew- 
ing for the Red Cross. Two of our members served with 
the Red Cross overseas. Much needed clothing was sent 
to Sylt and other places overseas. 

Donations were made to the Ambulance Fund and 
Service Men’s Fund. Candy, cookies and carpet rags 
were sent to the Veterans hospitals at Clinton, Des Moines 
and Knoxville. 

Canned fruits, jams, jellies and vegetables were sent 
to the Eastern Star home at Boone, which is our major 
project. Also have been interested in Cancer Fund, Sal- 
vation Army, Red Cross, Polio, Heart, and other needy 
causes, 


The Eastern Star Training Award 
for Religious Leadership 


We also assist girls who are members of Eastern Star 
families to get an education. Two have received nurses 
training with our help. One is married to a doctor and 
is still working in a hospital in Omaha until he com- 
pletes his education. 

We help the Masonic Library in Cedar Rapids also, 
- and numerous other projects which we do not advertise. 


KINGSLEY 
COURT AVE MARIA, 685 


The charter members of Court Ave Maria, 685 met 
in St. Michael’s Hall, August 21, 1921. Mrs. Anne Mur- 
ray of Le Mars acted as chairman of the meeting and 
Mrs. Kate Krafl as Secretary. Miss Lillie Strotz was 
elected Grand Regent. “Ave Maria” was chosen as the 
name for the court. 

, Among the outstanding activities of Court Ave Maria, 

685 is its main project of establishing and maintaining 
a Parish Library; and circulating the children’s books 
after the Catechectical classes. The library was started 
in 1946, with a book shelf at the Public Library; in 
1950, a Book Fair was sponsored to buy children’s books 
to be circulated from the church—200 new books were 
added. Since then the library has grown through pro- 
ceeds of Bake Sales, Fairs, etc., to 600 books. The aver- 
age circulation each Saturday for °57 and °58 was 90 
books. Books are repaired, circulated by volunteer C. D. 
of A. librarians. In addition to this the court sponsors 
the sale of the Catholic Digest and maintains a pamphlet 
rack, 

A motion was made and adopted on January 9, 1951, 
to adopt a priest-brother of the Missionary Servants of 


the Holy Trinity, Silver Springs, Maryland. We have 
contributed monthly since then, and have seen one Broth- 
er Cornelius ordained Father Janni enter the mission 
Field and have adopted a second brother, Brother Earl 
to follow His footsteps. 

For the good of the parish and its spiritual and social 
development the court has sponsored three Ladies Days 
of Recollections and two for High School Students. It 
has held “open house” in the form of a dinner each 
September for all ladies of the parish, featuring inspir- 
ing speakers such as Mary Ellen Kelly of Marcus, Pres- 
ident of the Sodality for Shut Ins; and other interesting 
programs. The court sponsors the program for the parish 
children’s party each Christmas. 

Other outstanding donations include the volunteer con- 
tributions to St. Bernard’s Seminary, Dubuque; purchas- 
ing a green surplice in honor of the Holy Year, a lec- 
tern—proceeds from a Rummage Sale—for the recent 
redecorating program; purchase of kitchen and_ hall 
equipment, trays, lighting, chairs. 

During Lent, members of the court make layettes to 
send to the Pope’s warehouse. 

Civic contributions have included sponsoring a card 
party to help the local fire department buy an Inhalator 
for emergency use. 

A successful Mother and Daughter banquet for the 
parish was held in 1957. In 1958, a Father and Son 
banquet for the parish was held. 

Other special donations include the monthly Masses 
offered for C. D. of A. members, and the boys and girls 
in the service; funeral courtesies; charity boxes to the 
Indian Mission at Winnebago; annual contribution to the 
Chaplain Fund; to the Dioceson Charities; “chapel on 
the road fund.” 


NASH POST NO. 140, 
AMERICAN LEGION 


Nash Post No. 140, of the American Legion, was 
organized in August 1919, with a charter membership of 
84 active members. Also on the Charter are the names 
of 7 buddies who died in service during the war. The 
first name on this list of seven is that of Edward Nash, 
first casualty, after whom the post was named. The 
No. 140 comes from the order in which the charter was 
applied for from the state department. There were sev- 
eral Civil War veterans still living when the veterans of 
World War I returned home in 1919, and they asked 
the new vets to take over the duties they had so faith- 
fully carried on for many years. This was done, without 
question and at no time has the Legion failed to live up 
to the promise they made to those old veterans forty 
years ago. The duties assumed were taking care of the 
Memorial Day duties, giving full military rites for vet- 
erans’ funerals, and various other activities pertaining 
to veterans and their families. 

The first meeting place was in a room in the base- 
ment of the former Payne Bank. Later they met for a 
short time in the room over the post office (now the 
library), later they met in the Modern Woodman lodge 
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room upstairs in the W. H. Mason building. 


In 1922 they planned and had erected the brick 
building on the east side of Main Street. It was called 
the Legion hall but in a large way it is used as a com- 
munity building, and a lot of different activities. Vet- 
erans affairs are naturally a first with the Legion, but 
they always have and will continue to be active in com- 
munity projects. 

Membership dues were first $1.50 per year but at 
present are $5.00. A good share of this goes to state 
and national headquarters, to be used in veteran rehabili- 
tation, child welfare, and other activities. The Post has 
sponsored Junior Legion base ball, and Boy Scouts for 
many years and the last few years have also sponsored 
the Cub Scouts. 

Each year one and sometimes two boys are sent to 
Boys State, from the Junior class in high school from 
a scholastic basis. They go to camp a week in June for 
a week of work and play. They learn about participation 
of State Government, elect officials of their own to fill 
all political offices of the state, and are taken to the 
State House in Des Moines to see how things are handled 
there, and they always come back with the same idea, 
it’s very educational and an experience well worth while. 


Two district Legion conventions have been held in 
Kingsley, the first in 1940 and the second in 1953. Both 
were very successful and enjoyed by a lot of people, 
quite an accomplishment for a small post and a small 
town. 

The Legionaire club was opened in 1946 and is still in 
operation. In 1947-48 the Legion helped build the base 
ball and athletic field in the Kingsley park. Members 
of the Post are also helping with the work in preparation 
for the Diamond Jubilee June 11-12. They will be very 
busy on both days of the celebration. 

For services rendered and benefits received, no veteran 
should hold not just a membership, but an active mem- 
bership in the Legion. 

At present Nash Post has 165 members. The first 
Commander was George Sturges, and the present Com- 
mander is Louis Meister. This contribution is by one of 


the old soldiers of World War I. 


AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY, 
NASH POST NO. 140 
DEPT. OF IOWA OF THE AMERICAN 
LEGION 


An Auxiliary Unit, attached to Nash Post No. 140, 
was organized in June 1921. The meeting was called to 
order by the late Mrs. John B. Phelps, formerly head of 
the Service Star Legion, which organization disbanded 
upon organization of the Auxiliary, and Mrs. Phelps be- 
came its first president. 

The charter was issued on June 27, 1921, and was 
signed by Hanford McNider, Department Commander, 
James Barton, Department Adjutant, John G. Emery, Na- 
tional Commander, and Lemuel Boles, National Adjutant. 

Much enthusiasm was manifest and the Woodman hall, 


where meetings were held, always filled to overflowing. 
There were 39 charter members and 5 Gold Star mothers 
on the roll. 


The purpose of the Legion Auxiliary is. for God and 
Country, to associate together, to uphold and defend 
the Constitution of the United States of America; to 
maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a one 
hundred percent Americanism; to preserve the memories 
and incidents of our associations during the Great Wars; 
to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the com- 
munity, state and nation; to combat the autocracy of 
both the classes and the masses; to make right the master 
of might: to promote peace and good will on earth; to 
safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of 
Justice, Freedom and Democracy; to participate in and 
contribute to the accomplishment of the aims and pur- 
poses of the American Legion; to consecrate and sanctify 
our association by our devotion to mutual helpfulness. 


The Auxiliary maintains committees on Child Wel- 
fare, Civil Defense, Community Service, Junior Activ- 
ities, Poppy, assigned child rehabilitation, and member- 
ship, carrying them throughout the year to their fullest 
capacity. 

The Auxiliary Unit has always gladly cooperated with 
Nash Post in all undertakings they have planned. The 
Legion Hall was built as a memorial to the brave boys 
of Kingsley’s community, it having had the honor of 
furnishing more volunteer soldiers than any town of its 
size in the state. The citizens of Kingsley were noted for 
their patriotism and generosity to Red Cross and War 


Relief work. 


Kligibility for Auxiliary membership are wives, moth- 
ers, sisters and daughters of American Legion members 
and of deceased veterans and women who themselves 
were in the Armed Forces during war time. 


Meetings are held in the homes of members on the 
second Monday of the month, the business meeting being 
followed by a program on some phase of Americanism 
and a planned social hour with refreshments. 


The Auxiliary believes in the United States of Amer- 
ica, which is hope, fulfillment of prayers, the essence 
of faith, all kinds of people trying to live peacefully to- 
gether, sharing each other’s joys and sorrows. It is free- 
dom. Today there are those who would destroy those 
freedoms. America will remain free only so long as 
we, its citizens, native born and naturalized, assume the 
individual responsibilities necessary to retain these Free- 
doms, and repeat after the Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag—I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States of America, and to the Republic for which it 
stands. One nation under God, indivisible, with liberty 


and justice for all. 980593 


P. E. O. HISTORY 


Chapter GS P. E. O., Kingsley, was organized March 
9, 1927, with 12 Charter members, Virginia V. M. Lund, 
Florence Phelps, Edith Kliebenstein, Vera Wormley, Al- 


berta Mason, Ida Rathbun, Clara Hess, Laura Wendel, 
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Jona Sibley, Jessie Gates, Isabelle Tripp, Anna Phelps. 
Virginia V. M. Lund was the first president. 

We have participated in post war work and peace par- 
ticipation. We have contributed to many worthy chari- 
table institutions. We have also contributed to our own 
projects, Cottey College, Welfare and Trust Fund, Sarah 
Porter Beckwith home at Mt. Pleasant, [owa. There are 
similar homes in other states. 

P. E. O. is a cultural and philanthropic organization 
and historically had its inception long before the found- 
ing of the organization itself, which occurred January 
21, 1869. College training for women came in 1833 
when Oberlin College offered advanced classes for 
women. It was followed by Mt. Holyoke seminary in 
18306. 

The desire for education for their children resulted in 
the establishing of lowa Wesleyan College, Mt. Pleasant, 
lowa, in 1841, and chartered in 18-42. 

This was the first co-educational college west of the 
Mississippi and among the first institutions in America 
to recognize the rights of women to college training. 

Here P. E. O. was organized by seven college girls. 
It became a city organization, supporting greatly in- 
creased educational projects for women through an Edu- 
cational Loan Fund, and in ownership and support of 
Cottey College, Nevada, Missouri. The college was a 
debt free gift to P. FE. O. in 1927. 

P. E. O. has an approximate membership of 135,000 
women with chapters in 49 states, Canada and Hawaii. 

The Educational Loan Fund, the first of all P. E. O. 
projects, has helped many girls to further their educa- 
tion. Chapter GS has recommended and received loans 
for 12 local girls. 

The International Peace Scholarship Fund has helped 
89 foreign students, representing 29 countries or political 
divisions, to continue their studies in 5] colleges in 27 
states, 

Chapter GS meets twice monthly and has a member- 
ship of 26. 


HISTORY AND FOUNDING OF T.T.T. 
CHAPTER C.I. OF KINGSLEY, IOWA 


The story of the founding and the history of T.T.T. 
Chapter C.I. of Kingsley, lowa begins in June 1954 when 
Mrs. Burnice Larson and her husband, M. C. Larson of 
California made a trip to the midwest where Mrs. Lar- 
son who is a member of T.T.T. planned to help prepare 
the national camp at Eden Valley, Minnesota for the 
summer opening date. 

They stopped in Kingsley, Mr. Martin’s former home, 
to visit in the home of Ernest Page. Mrs. Page became 
much interested in the organization and their work. She 
and Mr. Page accompanied the Larson’s to the National 
Camp grounds where twenty girls from Chicago were 
spending a two week vacation for under-privileged girls. 

The National President who was at camp was informed 
that Mrs. Page thought there was an interest in Kingsley 
in the T.T.T. organization. Mrs. Lois Boylan of Le Mars, 
Iowa, who was State Organizer at that time was con- 


tacted by the National President and Mrs. Larson who 
submitted the name of Mrs. Ruth Page. 

Mrs. Page and Mrs. Boylan corresponded for about 
six or eight months discussing the organization of a chap- 
ter in Kingsley. Mrs. Lorraine Becker, a friend of Mrs. 
Boylan was also consulted in the planning of the chapter. 

On April 5, 1955, Mrs. Boylan met with five Kingsley 
women to discuss organization in the home of Mrs. Ruth 
Page. This was the beginning of Chapter T.T.T. C.L. in 
Kingsley, Lowa. 

The evening of June 1, 1955 a formal banquet was 
held at Ruth’s Ivy Room. Present were the State Officers 
who conducted the initiation and installation of officers; 
guests from Le Mars and Sioux City Chapters; and 
eleven charter members. 

The T.T.T. Society was founded at Mount Pleasant, 
Iowa, June 30, 1911. It became a National Society on 
January 10, 1931. 

The National project of the civic organization is a 
camp for underpriviledged girls, ages 10-11 years. It is 
located at Eden Valley, Minnesota, and is owned and 
operated by contributions from all the chapters in the 
United States. 

The local chapter has contributed to various charities. 

To date the local chapter has fifteen members. 

The purpose of the organization is to promote friend- 
ship and charity. 


BAND AND CHORUS BOOSTERS’ CLUB 


In January, 1950, the parents of the band pupils of 
the Kingsley school, organized the Club for the benefit 
of the band and chorus. In 1951 they met with the town 
council and school board to purchase uniforms. The 
council and school board each provided $500, and the 
Boosters raised their part of the fund to purchase 38 
uniforms. 

To raise money for financial support they have oper- 
ated the concession stand at foot ball games, basket ball 
tournaments, and various public gatherings, given ham 
suppers, served meals for the School Masters meetings, 
had stands at carnivals, ete. 

Money derived from these activities has been used for 
more band uniforms, caps and plumes, a number of band 
instruments, music, uniform repairs, purchased a corn 
popper, chorus robes and _ stoles, majorette and flag 
twirler uniforms, and various other items which are con-— 
nected with the school music organizations. 

A total of $3,628.69 has been spent by the organization 
towards the above mentioned items, and as money be- 
comes available, other items will be provided for the 
music groups. 


KINGSLEY LIONS CLUB 


The Lions Club of Kingsley, a service club composed 
of the communitys’ leading business and professional 
men, came into being by an opening Chapter in January, 
1946. At its inception the club had a grand total of 
58 members. Through the years that number has dwin- 
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dled down to a steady membership of from 19 to 24 
members. 


The local Lions Club is a member of the International 
Association of Lions Clubs, which officially came into 
being at the first annual convention and organizational 
meeting held at Dallas, Texas, October 8, 1917, with 
about 25 clubs participating. 


Lions Clubs are the only clubs with a complete com- 
munity activities program, They are interested in every 
opportunity for unselfish service to the community, and 
to this end, their activities are grouped under ten head- 
ings: 

Agriculture—boys and girls—-citizenship and _patriot- 
ism—civic improvement—-community betterment—edu- 
cation—health and welfare—safety—sight conservation 
and blind—united nations. 


The greatest field of Lions endeavor is in the connec- 
~ tion with Community Betterment, Health and Welfare, 
and Boys and Girls. In no less than 59,31] instances, 
Lions Clubs last year carried out projects making their 
communities more attractive, more active commercially, 
better known and better places in which to live. Typical 
of Lions Club activities in behalf of the community and 
its citizens are: installation of playgrounds, recreational 
centers, encouragement of school bands, and other school 
activities. 

In the Welfare field, the Lions Club of Kingsley has 
been instrumental in securing eye-examination apparatus, 
locating physicians and dentists in town, furnishing aid 
for needy persons, orphans, the aged, ill and blind. The 
supplying of eye-examinations and glasses to underpriv- 
ileged children and support of the lowa Lions Eye-Bank 
at lowa City is one of the leading projects of the local 
club. 


At the present time the Kingsley Lions Club meets the 
second and fourth Monday of the month at Ruths’ Ivy 
Room at noon, with 19 active members participating. 
The officers for the 1958-59 year are Merle Mills, Presi- 
dent; Ben Wessling, Ist Vice President; Bernard Cole, 
2nd Vice-President; Bill Creasey, 3rd Vice-President; 
K. W. Myers, Secretary-Treasurer; Albert Hunter, Lion 
Tamer, and Jim Hauck, Tail-Twister. 


KINGSLEY HOME AND GARDEN CLUB 


The Kingsley Home and Garden Club was organized 
on June 24, 1932 with 8 Charter Members. On June 24, 
1957, the Club observed its 25th anniversary with a spe- 
cial program and open house. 


At present, there are 28 members in the Club with 
Mrs. Bert Harrison as President. 

The Club holds a flower show each year and has a 
project of assisting in beautifying Midway Park. Also, 
it is sponsor of the Junior Garden Club. 


GARFIELD TWP. FARM BUREAU 


Garfield Township Farm Bureau and Extension groups 
organized in the early 1920s. 

4-H Clubs were organized soon after, In later years 
the Extension Service and Farm Bureau were divorced 
and became separate organizations. 

Mrs. Lizzie Hawkins was the first township chairman, 
and in August 1924 she and Mrs. Anna Parry took the 
county exhibit to the State Fair. In 1925 Mrs. Parry and 
Mrs. R. L. Preston took the exhibit to the Fair. The first 
township picnic was at the Hawkins home in 1924. This 
custom has been carried out in recent years. 

Credit for much of the success of the women’s groups 
in later years must be given to Pearl Sims, now Mrs. 
Geo. Abels, and Lola Antisdel, now Mrs. Nick Stelpflug, 
Home Economists, both of Le Mars, lowa. 

In the spring of 1916 the group packed boxes for 
needy people in Oslo, Norway. The boxes were grate- 
fully acknowledged. Several interesting tours were tak- 
en: in 1952 to the Sioux City stockyards, packing plants, 
Metz Bakery and the Blind Shop. In 1953 a tour of 
Boystown, Nebraska, also the Jocelyn Memorial and the 
Union Pacific Railroad Historical Museum in Omaha. 
Another in 1953 to Sioux City to several parks, Boys 
and Girls Home and the St. Anthony Home. To Chero- 
kee to the Mental Health Institute in 1955. To Le Mars 
to the Wells Dairy, also to the College owned farm to 
view modern methods of milking. In 1958 trips were 
taken to points of interest in Minneapolis, the Indian 
School at Winnebago, Nebraska, and the Tulip Festival 
at Orange City, Iowa. 

Films of public interest have been shown at various 
times on Freedom, Cancer and Schools for Retarded Chil- 
dren. 


Another project was reading, we won several county 
awards. 


The last three years Garfield township has been active 
in boosting farm commodities such as lard, milk, eggs, 
cheese and butter by participating in township and coun- 
ty baking contests. At the county contests Garfield town- 
ship was awarded a plaque and gavel for the most en- 
tries, one grand over all prize of an electric fry pan as 
well as some other prizes. 
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